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The use of social media and WhatsApp groups
continue to be a huge source of concern for us. So
that we are all fully informed, I've included below a link
to a training session for parents which should be very
useful. | would also advise that if your child uses
WhatsApp that it’s important to know which Group
Chats they are part of. We've had a particularly
concerning two this week known as ‘UK Group Chat’
and ‘SlayQueen’. Pupils very rarely know who is part of
the group chat and it is quite possible that there are
older people in the group. I've included further
information below to support you with this. You will
have read that the Department for Education have
plans to ensure that mobile phones are banned

within schools - they do contribute to a significant
safeguarding risk and we would prefer that children are
able to focus on their learning and enjoy social time
with their friends.

It’s great to see some sunshine, let’s hope we have
some good weather over this bank holiday weekend.

With very best wishes,
Miss Caddell

Do you know what ‘looksmaxxing’ is?

It is the idea of improving and maximising your
looks. Internet Matters have published this
article, which provides more information on this
topic and outlines the risks (including links to

the manosphere). LINK
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Guide to social media
and |ivestreaming

This will include latest trends and emerging threats
and will focus on developing your understanding of
social media and livestreaming, the associated risks

and steps we can take to support our children.

Please find the LINK to access the parent/carer
session scheduled for next Wednesday 6 May 2026
(4.00-4.45pm).

Attendees do not need to register, they simply click
on the link at the above time to access the session.
Cameras and voice/audio will be switched off for all
attendees. Attendees can ask questions by typing in
the Q&A box, but this will be explained during the

session.

The event will be streamed using Teams. Attendees

can watch the live event in:

e Teams app - desktop (Windows or Mac) or
mobile. (The Teams app is free to download if
attendees would like to do that beforehand)

e if you don’t have Teams you can access it via one of
the following browsers - Google Chrome, Microsoft

Edge or Firefox.

As a reminder, this session (and all the virtual sessions)
will be recorded and will be subsequently shared so if
somebody can’t make the live session then they can watch

it back at a time that is convenient to them.



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZWMzYzRmYTYtMDk0NC00MWQ0LWIyMDctNjYzYzNkZTI0MGJj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7B%22Tid%22%3A%22dcdb1ea5-3b10-49a2-bf8f-5fd59edcd762%22%2C%22Oid%22%3A%225772fa8f-9814-4199-aef2-9195804f833e%22%2C%22IsBroadcas
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/what-is-looksmaxxing-online-safety-guidance-for-parents/
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Group Chats

Is your child part of any group chats? This could be on
social media, for example on WhatsApp or within
games such as Fortnite. If so, it is important that you
are aware of the potential risks, which include:

e inappropriate content - there is often a lack of
moderation within chat facilities so users could be
exposed to content/language that is not suitable for
their age

e bullying - there are many instances where
inappropriate/hurtful comments are shared within
groups, this could take the form of name calling or
body shaming. Bullying can also be in the form of
excluding others from the group. These issues often
overspill into ‘real life’

e strangers — your child could be added to groups with
people they do not know or even with someone that
they have previously blocked

® conversations can be shared/screen shot — make
sure your child is aware that anything they share
within a group can be shared with others

e sharing personal information — remind your child to

be aware of the information they share with others,

including images and location.
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How can | help make group chats safer?

e check the recommended age rating and adhere to
them

e set up age-appropriate parental controls, suitable
privacy settings and set screen time limits

e on WhatsApp you can do a privacy check, by going
to settings, privacy and privacy check-up

e show your child how to use any reporting and

blocking tools.

What else can | do?

e itis crucial to have regular conversations with your
child about the risks outlined above and about what
they are doing online

e talk about who they are chatting with, encourage
them to think carefully about what they send and
how it could be perceived by others. Talk about
positivity and not saying anything hurtful. Ask
them to think about whether they would say what
they are messaging, face to face

e devices should be used in family rooms so you can
monitor what they are doing and who they are
interacting with

e finally, make sure to model good digital behaviour
yourself, as children often learn by observing the

adults around them.

Further information:

NSPCC


https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/chat-apps/
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Roblox - update

What is Roblox?

Roblox is a platform consisting of a collection of
games. Players can either create games or play games
that other users have created. As a lot of the content
is user generated, not all games will be suitable for
your child to view/play. If your child is playing Roblox,
it is important to monitor what your child is accessing
as well as set up appropriate parental controls. PEGI
rate Roblox with a Parental Guidance recommended
label, this is because it is a platform of individual, user

generated games.

New Age-Based Accounts

From next month, Roblox will introduce two new age-
based accounts: Roblox Kids for users ages 5 to 8 and
Roblox Select for users ages 9 to 15. Roblox Kids
Accounts (ages 5-8) will be limited to games with a
‘Minimal or Mild’ content maturity label and all
communication is disabled by default. Roblox Select

accounts (ages 9 to 15) will be limited to games
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with content maturity labels up to and including
‘Moderate’. By default, Experience Chat is ON and
Direct Experience Chat is OFF. The differences in
chat are outlined HERE.

Parental Controls

As part of parental controls, you can manage content
ratings, communication, screen-time, and spending
limits as well as see which games your child is playing
on and who their friends are. Roblox are extending
these controls to allow you to:

e block specific individual games (to age 15)

e manage direct chat settings (to age 15)

® approve access to specific games.

It is important to regularly monitor what your child is
playing on Roblox and who they are interacting with,
even if you have parental controls set up. You can find

out more about the new accounts and parental

controls HERE.

Further information HERE



https://about.roblox.com/safety-by-age
https://about.roblox.com/newsroom/2026/04/introducing-roblox-kids-and-select-accounts
https://swgfl.org.uk/magazine/roblox-releases-updated-parental-controls-and-age-appropriate-experiences/
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FreezeNova (Unblocked games)

FreezeNova unblocked is a website that is free to
access and contains a wide variety of games, including
shooting, multiplayer and racing games. This site may
bypass usual filters, making it easier for your child to
access games that you may not want them to play. As
there are a variety of games, not all games may be

suitable for your child.

There is also FreezeNova Chat, allowing users to chat
to their friends and meet new ones. Clearly there are
concerns with any online chat facility as there is the
potential to view inappropriate content, risk of bullying

as well as grooming.

We could not locate any age ratings on this site and
there are constant adverts. Childnet have a webpage

providing advice on gaming and chat features HERE.

Gaming and
Gambling

The Young Gamblers
Education Trust
(YGAM) provide a
wealth of information
on their website to
support you in
understanding your
child’s online life,
focussing on gaming
and gambling. Their

e
mission I1s "to prevent
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children and young people from experiencing gaming
and gambling harms through awareness raising,
education, and research.” They offer guidance on
online gaming and gambling features such as loot
boxes as well as how to create safer gaming

environments. Find out more HERE.

PEGI is expanding their age ratings

From June, PEGl is adding new categories. “Newly
submitted games will be classified with a broader set of
criteria that will focus on content and functionality,
such as purchases of in-game content, paid random
items, communication features, and features that

incentivise players to continue playing.” Find out more

HERE.



https://www.childnet.com/help-and-advice/gaming/
https://ygam.org/
https://pegi.info/news/pegi-expands-age-rating-criteria-interactive-risk-categories
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As Year 11 students begin their GCSE exams, it’s a
good time for us as parents of younger pupils to reflect

on the importance of homework.

Research from the Education Endowment
Foundation (EEF) shows that pupils who regularly
complete homework can make, on average, an
additional five months’ progress each year compared
to those who do not. This highlights just how valuable

consistent study habits can be over time.

At Whitby School, homework is carefully linked to
classroom learning. This not only reinforces what
pupils have been taught but also helps them develop

effective revision skills - something that becomes
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especially important as they

approach Year 11 and their GCSEs.

We recognise that having a quiet space to study at
home can make a big difference. While many pupils
have this, we understand that it isn’t always possible
for everyone. To support all learners, the school
provides additional opportunities: the library is open at
lunchtimes, and a homework club runs after school on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in Room 10
until 4.30pm.

By encouraging good homework habits early on, we

can help set pupils up for success in the years ahead.
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It is all systems go on the Prospect Hill Site, where our
Year 11s are in the midst of their final preparations
before the exam season is well and truly underway. It’s
heartening to see the cohort pushing themselves to be
the best they can be and, as an English teacher as well
as Head of the Prospect Hill site, | am privileged to
see the hard work that goes into securing outcomes
that will hopefully make every one of our Year 11 pupils
proud.

For me personally, it is a timely reminder of the many
successes of our Year 11 pupils. In one of my previous
roles, | participated in the primary school transition
visits and can still remember meeting many of these
now “almost grown-ups” for the first time as nervous
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ten and eleven year olds. Over

the past five years, they have grown, not only in
knowledge, but in character - showing us what
resilient, determined and kind young people they are
turning out to be. As a Head of Year over many years,
my motto was “Let your light shine”. It is wonderful
how brightly this year group continues to do just that.

To all of our Year 11 pupils: trust in your preparations
and the work you have done to reach this moment.
Support one another. And please know that your
worth extends beyond any set of results. Continue to
let your light shine now and through all the paths that
lie ahead.
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Sixth Form student, Lily will be taking on the
challenge of the Race for Life for charity to raise
money for life saving research to save people from

cancer and its devastating impacts to everyone.

“l am running for my brother Charlie. As most of you
may know, last year in May Charlie’s health turned for
the worst when he was rushed to hospital and later
that night diagnosed with a brain tumour. Since then
Charlie has undergone two major brain surgeries,
radiotherapy and now immunotherapy. He is such a
strong, cheerful individual and a demonstration to
everyone that when life hits you hard you push back
stronger than ever. Charlie’s cancer fight has begun
and he will continue to fight. | am so incredibly proud
to call him my brother. He has been my lifelong best
friend and support throughout all my life, it is now my
turn to give him the best | can in return. | have
thought this is the best way | can start to do this.
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If you can help me by donating to my fundraising
account and help everyone in the world living with
cancer so they have a good chance of a future and can
enjoy the rest of their lives in happiness, please

contact post(@whitbyschool.co.uk.

For my superhero.”



mailto:post@whitbyschool.co.uk
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Students at Whitby School Sixth Form took part in
the road safety campaign ‘Actions Have
Consequences’. It was great to see so many students
attend.

The award-winning road safety program is designed to
save lives and reduce serious injuries among young
drivers and passengers aged 16-24. The program
combined gripping short films and honest talks from

emergency service professionals to challenge risky
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behaviours and empower young people to make safer
choices on the road.

Too many young drivers are involved in RTC’s and we
truly hope that the session will empower our young

people.

The feedback from our students at the end of the

session was excellent.
“It makes people aware of actions on the road.”
“Yes make people aware of dangers.”

“Yes! was really impactful, showing the impact that is

hit to people families are effected.”

“Yes, the presentation clearly shows the importance of

road safety and the impact it has on every individual.”

“It makes people more aware of the consequences of

driving under the influence.”
“It was very educational and good to know.”

“It accurately reflects impact of road incidents on

people.”
“Great learning skills about road safety.”

“It gives people a great perspective of how police

officers work.”
“Definitely thought provoking.”

“It really helps open people’s eyes on the true

fatalities, yes it’s impactful.”
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

MONDAY

® Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

e Airy Hill Choir, 12.45-1.15pm (Music Room, Airy
Hill Site)

e Year 9 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

e Girls Active ‘Just Dance’, 12.45-1.15pm (Dance
Studio, Prospect Hill Site)

e Health and Social Care Intervention, lunch time

(N9, Prospect Hill Site)

TUESDAY

e Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

¢ Airy Hill Band, 12.45-1.15pm (Music Room, Airy
Hill Site)

e Year 10 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

e Year 7-8 Football, 3.30-4.30pm (Field/Astro,
Airy Hill Site)

e Football Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Field, Prospect Hill
Site)

e SEN Homework Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Both Sites)

e KS3 Drama Club, 3.45-4.45pm (Prospect Hill
Site)

e Health and Social Care Intervention, 3.30-
4.45pm (N9, Prospect Hill Site)

e Gym Club, 3.45-4.45pm (Prospect Hill site)

WEDNESDAY

e Debating Club, lunchtime (Room 3, Airy Hill site)
e Chess Club, 12.45-1.15pm (Library, Airy Hill Site)
o Writers’ Club, lunchtime (Prospect Hill Site)
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Year 11 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

Year 7-8 Netball, 3.30-4.30pm (Courts, Airy Hill
Site)

All Years Badminton, 3.30-4.30pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

SEN Homework Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Both Sites)
Whitby Table Tennis Club, 7.00-8.00pm (Gym,
Airy Hill Site)

THURSDAY

Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

KS4 Racket Sports, 12.45-1.15pm (Sports Hall,
Prospect Hill Site)

Funk Band, 12.45-1.15pm (Music Room, Prospect
Hill Site)

Health and Social Care Intervention, lunchtime
(N9, Prospect Hill Site)

Debating Club, lunchtime (H4, Prospect Hill site)
SEN Homework Club, 3.30-4.30pm (Both Sites)
Gym Club, 3.45-4.45pm (Prospect Hill site)

FRIDAY

Science Sparx, 12.45-1.15pm (R6, Airy Hill Site)
Year 7-8 Football, 12.45-1.15pm (Astro, Airy Hill
Site)

Games Club, 12.46-1.15pm (R4, Airy Hill Site)
BTEC Sport Intervention, 12.45-1.15pm (H9,
Prospect Hill Site)

Year 10 GCSE PE Intervention, 12.45-1.15pm
(S4, Prospect Hill Site)

Writers’ Club, Lunchtime (H9, Prospect Hill Site)
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KEY DATES

Monday 4 May ......cceeneeecneseerenssnanns Bank Holiday
Wednesday 6 May ......ccceuneenserennee District Athletics Trials at Scarborough College, 1.30pm
Thursday 7 May ......cceeeensencessessennee Exams begin
Eiiicla 7R IVIa VR —————— Primary Tri Golf at Whitby Golf Club, 1.00-3.00pm
Monday 11 May ......ceeeerecnnsernesennee Year 10 Ideas Foundation Poetry Workshops (Prospect Hill site)
Wednesday 20 May .......cevevereruecnnes Year 8 to York St John University for the Conference for the Making Waves
Programme
Mon. 25-Fri. 29 May ....uceereverencne Half Term Holiday
Monday 1June ...crcecenssnsncnsense Year 9/10 Senior Golf Taster at Whitby Golf Club, 4.00-6.00pm
Tuesday 2 June ...ueeeeveenncnncnncnsennenne Year 10 Rounders at Ryedale School, 1.30pm
Wednesday 3 June ...uoeeuecnncnnens Year 10 Making Waves Trip to York St John University, all day
Year 10 Six-a-Side Cricket at Bridlington CC,10.00am
Thursday 4 June a..eeeseensesnenssne Year 7/8 Senior Golf Taster at Whitby Golf Club, 4.00-6.00pm
Friday 5 June eereeessennennsesnnnnens Year 5/6 Quad Kids, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Saturday 6 June ....ccecerennsneriennns County Athletics Trials/Championships at York University
Mon. 8-Fri. 12 June ....cceeususensvsssesones Year 10 Work Experience (Health & Social Care and Achieve cohort)
Tuesday 9 June .uueeenneeesescssnecnnenne Year 8 Six-a-Side Cricket at Whitby CC, 10.00am
Wednesday 10 June ....cueeeneenenenns Town v Country Track and Field Athletics at York University, 10.30am-
2.30pm
Year 7 Hunger Games Event, 1.30-3.30pm (Airy Hill site)
Thursday 11 June ...ceeneneenercnnnne Year 8 HPV Vaccinations
Year 9 Rounders at Scalby School
Friday 12 June .uccercecesesncnnenenene Year 5/6 Quad Kids, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)
Monday 15-Thursday 18 June......... Year 10 Hospitality and Catering Mock Practical, 9.20am-12.45pm
Tuesday 16 June ...uercercsnnecnnerene Year 1/2 Quad Kids, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)

Year 8 Rounders at Malton School




Wednesday 17 June

Thursday 18 June
Friday 19 June
Tuesday 23 June

Wednesday 24 June

Thursday 25 June

Monday 29 June

Wednesday 1 July

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Friday 3 July
Monday 6 July

Friday 10 July
Tues 14 and Wed 15 July

Monday 20 July 2026
Mon. 7 September

Tuesday 8 September
Wednesday 9 September
Thursday 22 October
Friday 23 October
Monday 26-Friday 30 October
Monday 2 November
Friday 18 December
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Start of Year 10 Exams

All Year 12 students at Leeds Beckett UCAS Fair, all day
Year 10 Music Recital Evening at Grosmont Church, 6.00pm
U-15 District Tennis at Ryedale School

Year 1/2 Quad Kids, 1.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)

Primary Athletics, 12.00-3.00pm (Airy Hill site)

U-13 District Tennis at Ryedale School

Exam Contingency Day

We're Here If You Need Us Evening, 4.00-6.00pm, with internet safety
talk delivered at 5.00pm

Year 7 Rounders at St Augustine’s School

Year 11 Prom

Year 7 Cricket Final at Scarborough CC, 10.30am

Year 9 Cricket Final at Scarborough CC,1.00pm

Health and Social Care Trip to CU Scarborough

Year 8 Cricket Final at Scarborough CC, 10.30am

Year 10 Cricket Final at Scarborough CC, 1.00pm

Primary Tri Golf Competition at Whitby Golf Club

Inter School Golf Championships at Whitby Golf Club, 1.00-4.00pm
Transition - Year 6-7; Year 8-9

Vaccination Catch-up (DTP/MenACWY & HPV)

Sports Day

Summer Performing Arts Showcase Evening, 6.00-8.00pm (Prospect Hill
site)

Staff Training Day

Staff Training Day

Staff Training Day

School Opens

School Closes

Staff Training Day

Half Term Holiday

School Opens

School Closes









Mon. 7 September
Tue. 8 September
Wed. 9 September
Thurs. 22 October
Fri. 23 October

Mon. 26-Fri. 30
October

Mon. 2 November
Fri. 18 December

Mon. 21 Dec.-Fri. 1
January 2027

Training Day
Training Day
School Opens
School Closes
Training Day

Half Term Holiday

School Opens
School Closes
Christmas Holiday

Mon. 5 April
Mon. 3 May
Fri. 28 May

Mon. 31 May-
Fri. 4 June

Mon. 7 June
Fri. 23 July
Mon. 26 July
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Mon. 4 January

Tues. 5 January
Fri. 5 February

Mon. 8-Fri. 12
February

Mon. 15 February
Fri. 19 March

Mon. 22 March.-
Fri. 2 April

School Opens
Bank Holiday
School Closes
Half Term Holiday

School Opens
School Closes

Training Day
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Training Day
School Opens
School Closes
Half Term Holiday

School Opens
School Closes
Easter Holiday
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MEET THE STAFF

Senior Leadership Team

Mr D Perry — Executive Headteacher

Miss J Caddell - Head of School

Ms S Boyd — Deputy Headteacher

Mrs J Bradley — Assistant Headteacher (Prospect Hill site)
Mrs K Mallender — Assistant Headteacher (Airy Hill site)
Mr A Whelan - Assistant Headteacher (Sixth Form)

SEND
Mrs H Kirk - SENCo

Safeguarding
Miss J Caddell - Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs J Bradley — Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Heads of Year
Mrs A Harrison - Year 7
Ms D Reddy - Year 7
Mr A Raw - Year 8

Ms A Ruberry - Year 9
Ms J Osowski - Year 10
Mrs AM Scales - Year 11

Care & Achievement Coordinators
Miss A Clarkson - Year 7

Miss E Hutton - Year 8

Miss K Wilson - Year 8

Mr D Taylor - Year 9

Mr D Jackson - Year 10

Mrs H Ross - Year 11

Mr J Daley - Year 12 & 13



