
Whitby Futures: Year 9



Ambition



Endeavour

● Capped 92 times
● 1987 Rugby 

World Cup 
Winning side

● Captain 1992-
1997

‘Success is modest 
improvement, 
consistently 
done….the best 
sports people in the 
world practice more 
than they play’



Supporting your child through the 
process



What do GCSE and Applied 
qualifications look like in 2026?





Grading Structure

‘Strong pass’
5 – a high C

‘Standard pass’
4 – a low C

9 is higher than the old 
A*

A/A* are covered by 3 
grades

B/C are covered by 3 
grades

D/E/F/G are covered 
by 3 grades



A broad and distinctive curriculum



A principled curriculum

All children should have 

a strong foundation in 

English, Mathematics, 

and Science.

All children should 

experience another 

language, not only to 

explore other cultures 

but also as a way to 

explore their own 
language.

To make healthy choices 

in food and lifestyle.

All children should learn 

about the land and 

people around them: 

they should also explore 

the wider world and its 
history.

All children should 

learn tolerance through 

education about 

different faith and 

cultures.  They should 

learn about challenges 

and struggles – historic 

and present – in order to 
learn from them.

The opportunity to  
become more than 

simply passive users 
of technology but to 

be creative, to 
innovative and build -

to help shape our 
future society. 

All children should have 

the opportunity to 

perform or create a 

work of art that can  be 

seen, appreciated, and 
evaluated by others.



What should the curriculum 
look like?

CORE WORLD TECHNICAL PERFORMANCE

All children should have 

a strong foundation in 

English, Mathematics, 

and Science.

All children should 

experience another 

language, not only to 

explore other cultures 

but also as a way to 

explore their own 
language.

All children should be 

able to make healthy 

choices in food and 

lifestyle.

All children should learn 

about the land and 

people around them: 

they should also explore 

the wider world and its 
history.

All children should 

learn tolerance through 

education about 

different faith and 

cultures.  They should 

learn about challenges 

and struggles – historic 

and present – in order to 
learn from them.

All children should learn 

how to make and design 

things – but as we 

consume more complex 

technology, the things 

children should learn to 

produce should be more 

ambitious. It should 

encourage children to 

become more than 

passive users of 
technology.

All children should have 

the opportunity to 

perform or create a 

work of art that can  be 

seen, appreciated, and 
evaluated by others.



What are the core subjects?



• English Language
• English Literature
• Mathematics

• Combined/Triple Science leading to 
2/3 GCSEs

• PE for enjoyment and health

• PSHE which includes Health, Sex and 
Relationship Education, Citizenship 
and Careers to develop you as a 
rounded and skilled person, ready to 
take on the rights and 
responsibilities of being a Citizen



What are my options?



• History
• Geography
• German
• French
• Religious Education

• Art
• Drama
• PE (applied or GCSE)
• Music

• Dance
• Computer Science / ICT
• Business Studies
• Product Design
• Religious Education
• Health and Social Care
• Engineering



Our applied offer:

• Health and Social Care

• Applied Sport Studies

• Hospitality and Catering

• Engineering

The same value as a GCSE – two practical, prestigious 
qualifications with broad progression routes to A Level or 
the equivalent.  All consist of 75% Coursework, 25% exam.



How many options do I choose and how do I 
complete the form?





Select Year 9 Options 2026-27



Select the Dropdown



Choose either Geography 

or History



Choose another 3 

subjects

Rules

- Only one choice 

from Sports 

Science or 

GCSE PE. Not 

both

- You can select 

Engineering 

Manufacture 

and Engineering 

Design



Choose a 

Reserve 

subject.



Check Selections

Add any 

comments. These 

can only be done 

in MCAS.

Submit the form



• Think hard and take your time

• Think long term – decisions you make 
now may narrow your choices later

• Be informed and talk to lots of people

• The real decision you need to make is 

about your Attitude to Learning –
choose to be successful, Year 9!



Hot off the press!

Parent Forum

10th February 2026

4pm - 6pm


